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LOOKING BACK, 
 MOVING  FORWARD.   

Every organization needs a solid foundation. In 1982 Effie Browning planted underpinnings 
deep into the rich soil of Napa Valley, forming We Care Animal Rescue. This compassionate 

woman could not stand to see dogs and cats be abandoned or abused through no fault of their 
own. Convincing her husband to build kennels and a cattery at their home in Napa just seemed 
like the right thing to do. Soon, a small but committed cadre of the valley’s animal lovers formed 
the volunteer backbone that still embodies We Care today. Not only did these volunteers support 
the animals living with Effie, but they also formed a solid foster and adoption network in order to 
help many more helpless animals each year.

Through the generous outpouring of support from our valley’s 
individuals and businesses, in 1998 We Care was able to buy 
the property on Charter Oak Avenue in St. Helena that has 
been their home ever since. Although Effie did not live to see 
her dream of a “real home” for We Care come to fruition, her 
spirit lives on in the work that is done every day to save the 
valley’s most vulnerable cats and dogs.

Becky Bash, We Care's new 
Adoption Center and Sanc-
tuary Manager with a recent 

rescue and successful 
adoption, Orson.                      Continued on next page

In the 33 years that have transpired since that humble begin-
ning We Care has grown to help hundreds of animals each year 
through its rescue efforts, by finding forever homes for the 
animals in its Adoption Center and by caring for the animals in 
its sanctuary. 

With a nod to the past, We Care has once again started a foster 
network, both for the animals in the sanctuary and those wait-
ing for adoption. Giving an animal a chance to have a home of 
its own, even for a short time, is a loving and generous gift that 
will live within the cat or dog for the rest of its life.

Moving forward, We Care welcomes Napa native Becky Bash to 
the role of Adoption Center and Sanctuary Manager.

“Becky was already an important part of the We Care Family 

"Becky brings 12 years of experience 
working in a multi-vet animal hosptial."
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and has actually been with We Care for almost a year, re-
cently working her way up from Animal Care Coordinator 
to her new responsibilities,” said Mary Ellen Makowski, We 
Care’s Executive Director. “Becky brings 12 years of experi-
ence working in a multi-vet animal hospital as a veterinary 
technician and staff coordinator, which allows her to work 
closely with our veterinary partners to dial in the very best 
medical care for our animals.”

Becky replaces Adoption Center and Sanctuary Manager 
Carley Gill, who is now working for a national medical non-
profit organization close to her home in Santa Rosa. “Carley 
was with us for three years, and we miss her thoughtful and 
compassionate spirit dearly,” added Mary Ellen. “However, 
having such a wonderfully talented staff member ready to 
step into a leadership role allowed for no down time. We just 
kept rolling along.”

Indeed, Effie would be proud of We Care today. Still serv-
ing the valley’s animal welfare needs now and long into the 
future. w

Continued from cover

 

Samantha Rudd, Clos Pegase Winery General Manager 
and Mary Ellen Makowski, at the inaugural "Puppies & 
Pinot" event on May 31, 2015. We were honored to par-
ticipate in the first of many events with the Vintage Wine 
Estates family. Raising funds and friends. 

Thank you, Sam!

PUPPIES & PINOT 
AT CLOS PEGASE WINERY



Dear Friends of We Care,
How are you and your four-legged friends surviving this hot summer? Here at We Care, we 
use our A/C and cooling stations whenever the temperature creeps up too high. Regardless of 
the weather, it has been a great season at We Care, full of visitors, adoptions and volunteers, 
socializing our animals and creating such a fun and nurturing atmosphere. 

While some of our staff may have changed, our focus remains fully on providing a loving home 
for the animals, through adoption, fostering and our sanctuary, as well as community pet 
care. 

We have found that all are needed, as the animals losing their homes, one way or another 
continues to grow in the valley. Each and every animal is worthy of love, nurturing, veterinary 
care and safety. And We Care is here to support those vulnerable animals with the help of our 
friends and supporters. 
 

If you can donate, we need you! If you can volunteer, please do! If you can foster, thank you!

We cannot help any animal without your support, 
you are that important to We Care Animal Rescue!

We are always so grateful to our wonderful friends and supporters, be they individuals, 
foundations, community groups and businesses. All of you make up this wonderful 
organization with just one mission - to help the helpless cats and dogs in this beautiful valley.

Mary Ellen Makowski   

Executive Director   THANK YOU!!!

Who is We Care Animal Rescue?
We Care Animal Rescue is a no-kill, free-
roaming adoption center and sanctuary for 
homeless, surrendered and abandonded cats 
and dogs. We care for them as you would 
your own pet, with love, compassion and the 
highest level of veterinary care possible. We 
work to provide loving homes for our animals, 
whether through adoption, foster care, or by 
caring for the most vulnerable ones in our 
sanctuary. We have been in the Napa Valley 
proudly providing this essential service since 
1982.

We Care Animal Rescue
1345 Charter Oak Avenue
St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 963-7044
www.wecareanimalrescue.org

We Care Animal Rescue is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization which receives no local, state or 
federal funding relying soley on your donations.

  

A Note From the Executive Director

Thank you Hap & Patti Vasconi for 
the generous donation of insulin for 

our big cats, Dillon & Chloe. 
Meow!!!

Vasconi’s Pharmacy

We Care Wish List
Clorox bleach
Paper towels
HE laundry detergent
Costco brand Kirkland cat kibble
Purina Cat Chow (Blue bag)
Friskies Pate’ canned cat food
Any brand dry dog food
Meat flavored baby food
Revolution flea medication for cats
Any topical flea and tick medication for 
dogs



P l e a s e   B e c o m e

	  

It costs 
$450 per month for 
flea medication for 

the cats at We Care.

It costs $60 to treat 
just 1 cat with an 

ear infection.

It costs 
$400 for dental 
surgery for just 
1 of 250 cats!

It costs 
$390 for a 

one-time lump 
removal.

It costs 
$45 to neuter a 

male cat & $55 to 
spay a female cat.

It costs 
$300 to place a 
feeding tube to 
get through a 
medical crisis.

It costs 
$5 to $50 per 
month to feed 

each of 250 cats, 
depending upon 
special dietary 

needs.

AM o n t h l y
 D o n o r

	  

It costs 
$20 per month for 

flea and tick preven-
tion for each dog at 

We Care.

It costs 
$500 for just one 

canine dental 
cleaning!

It costs 
$90 to neuter 

a male dog and 
$120 to spay a 

female dog.

It costs 
$27 a month for 

Heartgard for 
We Care's dogs.

It costs 
$135 for just one 

x-ray examination.



Upper Valley Animal Clinic
1161 Ehlers Lane   963-7161
St. Helena, CA 94574

Silverado Veterinary Hospital
2035 Silverado Trail  224-7953
Napa, CA 94558

American Canyon Veterinary Hospital
100 West American Canyon Road, 
Suite K-9    604-2284
American Canyon, CA 94503

THANK YOU!!!

"We go the extra mile for the animals at We Care” said Executive Director Mary Ellen Makowski, 
“Even if we have to fundraise for advanced care, we work with our veterinary partners to assure 
the kind of medical care that anyone would want for their own pets. Veterinary care, medica-
tions, treatments and animal care staffing are the largest expenses in our budget. It’s all about 

GOING THE EXTRA MILE 
FOR THE ANIMALS

Our Supportive Veterinary Partners

This was the case with a dear friend to so many, Paolo the cat. Indeed, the spring edition of 
this newsletter contained an update on how well he had improved from his illness last winter. 
He was back to his old self, happily following all visitors around begging to please be petted. He 
renewed old cat friendships traveling the rounds each day to hang out with another cat or two, 
hugging them, preening them, then finally reaching out for them when they would eventually 
tire of his sweet attention and move away.

His last illness came on very quickly in May. Dr. Joe Stelbasky, from Upper Valley Animal Clinic, 
worked closely with We Care staff to provide tests and procedures and medications. However, it 
was not enough to save Paolo from a quickly spreading lymphoma. He succumbed to his illness 
by the end of June. His was a hard loss for everyone.
                        

“Paolo was the most gentle soul and spirit,” said longtime We Care Volunteer Cheri Tillotsen as 
she expressed her sadness over his passing.

Mary Ellen concurred, adding “May Paolo’s legacy of love and compassion live on as a testament 
to what We Care means to the cats and dogs in this valley.” w

the animals.” 

This is what makes We Care so special. Their philosophy of complete 
medical care is a high standard to uphold. This is especially true with 
so many animals under their care, and so many more in the commu-
nity, who receive financial support from We Care for veterinary care. 
This can only be done by relying on the generosity of our friends, do-
nors, and veterinary partners in the community. “These expenses are 
completely funded by our donors,” continued Mary Ellen.

All of this said some animals might still become too ill with a serious 
disease or illness to survive. This is especially difficult when it involves 
a younger or middle-aged animal that has fought their way back from 
other illnesses in the past. “You keep hoping that with the right med-
ical care and support, they will improve again to live out their natural 
life,” said Adoption Center and Sanctuary Manager, Becky Bash.

 OUR   SWEET   PAOLO

"We go the extra mile for the animals at We Care."



ADOPTION

Hi, I'm Shadow! Yep, I'm just a 2 year old 
boy who loves playing with other cats and 
people, too! I am an Abbysinian, if that mat-
ters. See my wagging tail?  Black cats rock!

Addison is what they call me, but I'm really a 
spy who loves to sneak up on you, and jump 
out and give you a run for your money! I am 
still just a 1 year old so give me time to settle 
down to the quiet stage!

Hi, I'm Loki. I am just a young'un who 
adores people a little more than cats. I am 
quiet and I wait for the coast to clear before 
I come out to get on your lap. I would love to 
be a one and only, I hope you can help.

Hi, I'm Tango. When I was really little I got 
ran over by a car, subsequently, I have a rod 
in my leg. That doesn't stop me from playing 
with anything that moves, though. I am as 
fast as they come. Bye!

Hello, I'm Ellani. 
I really want to be 
living in a home 
of my own, be-
cause sometimes 
all these other cats 
make me anxious. 
I really am sweet 
when I have my 
own space. Come 
and meet me and 
see for yourself. 

Luna is my name and I rule the roost. Got a 
problem with that? OK, that was definitely my 
"tortitude" on display. Sue me, I'm a Tortie! A 
little secret, I am actually just a big gal who 
loves attention. There goes my cover, sheesh!



SPOTLIGHT

Ready to Adopt?
Just tell the helpful staff at the 
We Care Adoption Center that 

you saw your new family mem-
ber here and they will waive the 
adoption fee, although donations 

are gratefully accepted!

Hello, I'm Tiffany, a Schipperke mix. I may be 
11 years old, but I am a real good dog, who 
just loves attention. I love walks and head pats 
and oh, barking at the UPS man! I just want to 
be in a home for even a little while. Come say 
hi, you won't be sorry.

My name is Luca and I am a stunning 
Lynx-point Siamese. Vanity? You decide. 
I have been told that my eyes are the 
most beautiful at We Care - that's a  lot 
of competition! Come on over and pet 
my soft fur, you won't be sorry.

Caleb is my name and climbing on laps is 
my game! They tell me I am really big and 
that it is "not all fur," whatever! Come and 
grab a blanket and have a seat. I will be over 
in a flash!

Hi there, I'm Solo. I am always happy to 
see visitors, usually waiting for people to 
come over to my perch. Then, I hope you 
like petting as much as I like to be petted!

Hi, Whiskers is my name, can you guess 
why? OK, that was too easy! I am a HUGE 
Maine Coon cat. Even though I am super big, 
I still love sitting in laps. They tell me I have 
a funny meow and that I talk a lot. Come and 
meet me, I will tell you all about it!



Question:  
I have a cat at home and would like 
to adopt another. What if my current 
cat doesn’t like the new cat?

Answer: 
If you have other pets at home, introductions 
are very important. It could take anywhere 
from a couple weeks to several months for 
cats to get used to one another. It is rare that 
a cat will flat-out refuse to allow another pet 
to live in the home. It’s all about patience and 
positive reinforcement. 

For the first week or so that the new cat is in 
your home, keep them confined to a smaller 
space, such as a spare bedroom or a bath-
room. This helps them feel secure. 

There are several techniques that work well in 
making the first introduction. One great tech-
nique is swapping blankets that each animal 
has its scent on so that they can get used to 
each other’s smells. After a few days, you can 
introduce the animals to each other through a 
cracked door, a baby gate, or a screen. They 

ASK AN EXPERT

Sunshine Foods
Thank you to Sunshine Foods, St. Helena 
for the donation box opportunity at your 
check-out stand, last December where we 
received over $800 in donations from the 
generous customers at this wonderful local
market.

We can't wait for this Holiday Season!

We Care is very grateful to 
Whole Foods Market, Napa 
Valley, for including us in their 
Nickels for Non-profits 
program. With the thoughtful 
support of shoppers sharing 
their "nickels" with We Care from April - 
July, we raised almost $1,000!  Thank you 
to everyone who stopped and shopped.  And 
thank you to Whole Foods Market, Napa 
Valley!

can check each other out, but each is safe and 
may retreat to its own space. Do this for a few 
days before completely letting the new animal 
out of the room.

Slowly let the new cat check out more area 
of your home. Keep this time limited, so they 
aren't scared or overwhelmed. Keep interac-
tions between the two cats positive by offer-
ing treats, having the two play with the same 
feather wand, and feeding them next to each 
other. Some fighting and growling/hissing is 
normal - just separate the two before it esca-
lates. Try not to yell or use spray bottles, or 
the two cats will only associate interactions 
with one another negatively. You want positive 
interactions each time, as this sets the mood 
for their future relationship.  

If you have multiple cats already in your home, 
introduce the new cat to each of them indi-
vidually, so they don’t feel overwhelmed or 
“ganged up on.” 

Again, patience is key! Though it may be rough 
at first, we have seen cats that begin as ene-
mies become best friends forever. w

Dependable Septic Systems
Providing expert service for We Care's 

septic system. Thank you for your generosity!



Farmstead Restaurant - LMR
Last year Farmstead's generous Charity Cork-
age program brought We Care over $3,400! This 
year we look forward to December, with anoth-
er chance to for the community to BYOB while 
dining at Farmstead, where each corkage fee will 
go to We Care!

Thank you Adam Kim, G.M. and Ted & Laddie Hall!

FOSTER HOMES
NEEDED

Sometimes when cats are surren-
dered to We Care from homes, 
they become depressed. Lit-
tle Bit, for example, is a lovely 
Burmese who had a wonderful 
human mom who had to go into 
assisted living as her health de-
clined. Being surrendered to an 
unfamiliar place, and living at We 
Care with so many other cats, 
can be quite overwhelming to a 
shy cat. She would enjoy a foster 
home where she can relax in an 
environment similar to where she 
came from, until her next forever 
home can be found. 

We Care has many animals that would respond beautifully by living in a loving home - for a 
few weeks, a few months, or more.  The staff can help you find the right animal match for your 
lifestyle and your home. We Care will provide the foster animal, the food and the veterinary 
care. The foster volunteer supplies the loving home and the individualized attention. Contact We 
Care to learn more about how you can provide such a valuable gift to the animals. Here are just 
a few examples of what your loving home can mean to an animal in need.

Do you have room in your heart and your home for a foster animal? 

Boots is a young, friendly cat 
who has never been in a home 
environment. Indeed, it is much 
different living at We Care with 
all the other cats, because once 
adopted, due to such a major 
adjustment of living on their 
own, cats often become shy and 
reclusive. With a loving family 
to care for her in the meantime, 
she’ll be able to adjust more 
easily to her forever home once 
she is adopted.

an animal. His congenital heart condition 
is leading to his slow, but steady decline. 
While he only takes two pills each day, 
he needs to be monitored closely. The 
gift of taking such an animal into your 
heart knowing that it will soon be gone 
is truly not for everyone. However, there 
are those special people for just such a 
special animal. Giving him a home of his 
own would be a priceless gift of a life-
time.

"Fospice” means fos-
tering an animal re-
ceiving hospice care, 
and just like with 
people on hospice, 
they are not expect-
ed to live much more 
than six months. 
Watcher is just such 



Bob Everingham doesn’t wake up every morning planning 
to help cats. It just seems to work out that way.

While Bob (right, in photo) and his partner Rick Kanda love 
adopting animals “that haven’t been given the best shake in 
life,” it’s usually the animals that seek them out.

Down-and-out street cats will show up at their door, make it 
clear that they’re ready to settle down, and that will be that.

“It’s been our good fortune that the less fortunate have al-
ways found us,” Bob said.

When Bob and Rick chose a place to live in Alameda, they 
didn't reaize that it was close to an animal shelter, which 
meant people would continually be dropping off animals in the 
neighborhood.

And when Bob visited We Care looking for someone to take on 
two of his partially feral, outdoor adopted cats because their 

new home in Napa was going to be unsafe 
for outdoor cats, he wasn’t planning to be-
come a board member. Again, that’s just the 
way it worked out.

After We Care took in Pei-Ling and Calico, 
Bob and Rick continued visiting the sanc-
tuary to make sure the cats were adjusting 
well. As they got to know staff members 
they became more appreciative of We  
Care.

Bob and Rick would come during visiting 
hours and get to know the sanctuary’s 250 
cats and handful of dogs.“It’s incredible to 
see how all these little friends acclimate and 
enjoy each other’s company,” Bob said. “It’s 
wonderful what We Care does for the com-
munity, and especially for the animal com-
munity. It’s such a great resource for people 
all around the valley.”

When We Care Board President, Susan Wren 
asked Bob to join the board, he said he’d be 

The We Care Cycle of Care: 
One Board Member’s Story

“It’s been our good fortune that the less 
fortunate have always found us.”  

happy to help.

“I didn’t move to Napa ‘shopping’ for a role as a 
nonprofit director,” Bob said. “But it came about 
because of all these wonderful animals.”

Today Bob is a We Care board member, his old 
outdoor cat Pei-Ling lives at We Care and doesn’t 
have to fear mountain lions, and the elderly Cal-
ico was able to live out her final months in peace 
and comfort.

Even the stray cats in Alameda still get some love 
from Bob and Rick, who return periodically to 
deliver food to their old friends.

We Care Executive Director Mary Ellen Makowski 
said Bob’s involvement in We Care is part of a cy-
cle of caring: “Bob helped some cats in need, We 
Care helped Bob when he was in need, and now 
Bob helps We Care behind the scenes as a board 
member. That is how a compassionate society 
lives, and we are so happy that Bob and Rick are 
a part of the We Care family today.” w



“I have nowhere left to turn, 
can you help us?”

Last November, Mary Ellen Makow-
ski, We Care’s Executive Director, 
received a call from “John,” who 
was in a hopeless situation. He had 
lost his home during those dark, 
post-earthquake days in Napa. He 
and his 8-year-old son were living 
in a family homeless shelter and 
trying to keep their cat in their car. 
That obviously was untenable, and 
as Mary Ellen remembered, that 
was not even the worst part.

“He was bereft, as his cat Seven, a 
polydactyl cat with 7 toes on each 
paw, had lived with him since she 
was born over 21 years ago,” said 
Mary Ellen.

Having no place to keep his beloved 
cat, he turned to We Care, as with 
her advanced age, he had been told 
elsewhere that she would be eutha-
nized.  

His words brought tears to Mary El-
len’s eyes as she responded, “Bring 
her up to We Care, we will take 
care of her for you.” And with that, 
Seven’s tenure at We Care began. 
As “John” and his son tearfully said 

1346 Main Street, St. Helena, CA 
(707) 291-0156 • www.winestates.com

Gail Morgan Lane & Chloe

St. Helena Real Estate

A Sanctuary for Seven

goodbye to their cat, the staff at We Care took her from 
their loving arms and promised to take good care of 
their old girl, knowing that at her age, she might not last 
much longer. 

Well, it turns out that Seven is a girl with attitude! That 
is why she is now 22 years young and going strong. 
“John”  has been able to come and see Seven a time or 
two, and each time Seven settles on his lap, purring and 
head-butting his chin, right at home.

“This is what We Care is all about, helping our communi-
ty when things seem hopeless,” said Mary Ellen. Indeed, 
for “John” and his son, knowing their beloved Seven 
is being cared for the way they wish they could makes 
things just a little less hopeless. What a priceless gift. w

 Thank You 
to AMR
American 
Medical 

Response, 
who helps 
us safely 

dispose of our 
medication 
needles.
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WE  CARE  OPEN  HOUSE 
SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 19, 2015 
2:00 TO 5:00 PM

Great Silent Auction Packages!
Bring your $$$ to Support 
We Care Animal Rescue!

Yummy nibbles and wine!
COME JOIN THE FUN!


