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Dine & 
Donate 

ENJOY A TASTY MEAL 
 AND SUPPORT OUR 

LOCAL ANIMALS

REPLACEMENT 
FLOORING PROJECT 
GOOD-BYE STINKY

COLORFUL NEW 
WEBSITE 

SEE WHAT’S ONLINE

OPEN HOUSE PARTY 
SEPT 17, 2016 

2 - 5 PM

OPEN HOUSE PARTY 2016 
IS COMING UP SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 17TH, 2-5PM

NEWSLETTER

WE CARE SHELTER NEWS 
We Care Animal Rescue staff, supporters and volunteers are 
benefiting from the many recent projects rolling out this year!  We’ve 
got a lot of news to pack into this issue: inspirational stories, our 
redesigned website, a new flooring project, and we can’t wait to 
introduce you to our animals at our Open House Party!  Read on to 
learn more about what’s going on at our Napa Valley animal shelter.

WE CARE ANIMAL RESCUE - Proudly Serving Napa Valley for 34 years

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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WE CARE’S  
MISSION

We Care Animal Rescue is a 
private non-profit organization 

established in 1982. We 
maintain a no-kill refuge for 

homeless cats and dogs in the 
Napa Valley. We foster and 

promote the general welfare of 
animals by caring for homeless 
cats and dogs, finding homes 

for them and educating the 
public on animal welfare in the 

Napa Valley. We are funded 
entirely by private donations 

and fundraising efforts.  

We Care provides sanctuary for 
the animals in our care.  Our  

wish for each of these precious 
animals is to have a forever 
home. Without the ability to 

send these wonderful friends 
home with their forever family, 
we cannot continue to be open 
to rescue other cats and dogs 
in need. Each adoption means 

another one saved. 

We Care Animal Rescue 
1345 Charter Oak Avenue 

St. Helena, CA 94574 
Phone: (707) 963-7044 

wecareanimalrescue.org  

EXPANDED OPEN HOURS 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

1pm to 5pm  

We also welcome visitors most 
afternoons. Just call for an 

appointment. 

We Care Animal Rescue is a 
501(c) 3 non-profit organization 
which receives no local, state 

or federal funding. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
SUSAN WREN,  
PRESIDENT  
SEAN MCVITY, 
TREASURER  
JESSE DUARTE, 
SECRETARY  
BARRY BERKOWITZ, 
DIRECTOR  
BOB EVERINGHAM, 
DIRECTOR  
LINDY NOVAK, DIRECTOR  
BILL WREN, DIRECTOR  
 
SHELTER MANAGER & 
ADOPTION CENTER  
CINDY HOOD  
 
ANIMAL CARE 
PROVIDER & ADOPTION 
CENTER  
KAITLIN SCHMIDT  
 
ANIMAL CARE 
PROVIDERS  
ANA PRESSEY  
MEGAN EMERSON  
 
COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH DIRECTOR  
DANIEL BELL  
 
COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 
COORDINATOR LAKE 
COUNTY  
RAY WITZILSTEINER  

NEWSLETTER TEAM  
CINDY HOOD  
SUSAN WREN  
JESSE DUARTE  
DANIEL BELL  

THE HEART OF WE 
CARE ANIMAL RESCUE, 
OUR VOLUNTEERS  
BETTY ANTOR  
ERIN BELL  
REBECCA BELL  
KAREN CHANG  
OWEN CHAPPELLET 
DORIS EBINER  
JOE FONSECA 
KERRI FONSECA  
CHAD FORNI 
YANINA GOTSULSKY   
JOE BOB HITCHCOCK  
KAREN LANE  
KELSI SANTILLANO  
CHERI TILLOTSON  

PHOTOGRAPHER  
JENAE BENSON  

SUPPORT STAFF  
JOCELYN AGUIRRE  
HALEY HART  
LISA HOLLEY   
WANDA HUDSPETH  
GLEN NELLER  
KELSI SANTILLANO  
RAMONA WEBSTER  
RAY WITZILSTEINER

Our Team

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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A big “thank you” meow to the St. Helena Star for publishing its weekly Pet Patrol feature 
introducing readers to an adoptable We Care resident.   If you’re looking for a kitty or dog to 

fall in love with, check Page B4 of the Star.

THANK 
YOU!

Here’s just 3 of the many businesses that display our donation boxes: 

Main Street Books - Saint Helena, CA -  Golden Bagel – Napa, 
CA Sunshine Food, Saint Helena, CA 

If you are interested in sponsoring Donation Boxes for your Business, 
please contact us (707) 963-7044.

ST.	HELENA	STAR

CHARLOTTE 
WHEN CHARLOTTE SEES YOU, HER LITTLE TAIL CAN’T STOP WAGGING.  WHEN YOU PICK HER UP, SHE 

THROWS HER PAWS AROUND YOUR NECK FOR THE KINDEST AND GENTLEST OF HUGS. 

It’s hard to imagine anyone abandoning a sweetheart like Charlotte.  Yet somebody did.  Charlotte 
was left in a residential neighborhood in Vallejo.  Cold, wet winters aren’t kind to little dogs living 
on their own, but Charlotte caught a break when she was taken in by 
Joe and Kerri Fonseca, We Care volunteers who live in the area. 

Joe and Kerri have a soft spot for animals in need, so they had 
Charlotte spayed and neutered, brought up to date on all her shots.  
They couldn’t provide her with a permanent home, so they brought her 
to We Care. 

Nobody knows who abandoned Charlotte, and she’s such a positive 
little girl that she won’t tell us.  If her lucky streak continues, she’ll be 
adopted to a loving home and her sad story will have a happy ending. 

Rescuing and sheltering animals like Charlotte–animals who’ve been 
neglected, forgotten, discarded, or dumped on the side of the road 
like trash–is what We Care is all about.  We’ve been helping animals 
for 34 years.  And with your support, we’ll continue helping them.

Joe Fonseca & Charlotte 
- she is available for 

adoption.

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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With so many world-class restaurants available in our area, 
we’ve decided to team up with some of the best local restaurants 
for a deliciously seamless fundraising event—you won’t event 
notice you’re giving to a good cause.    

Dine & Donate 2016 brings together restaurants with big hearts, 
each of which will be donating a portion of their sales on the 
dates shown here to We Care.  All you have to do to 
participate is visit one of these restaurants on the 
designated date shown below and enjoy yourself. 

You’ve got a lot of choice and options, so don’t worry about 
finding the time.  Over the next several months you’ll have 
many opportunities to visit first-class restaurants while 
providing support to our rescue efforts. You can pick from 
several dates and meal times that fit your schedule and budget.

Happy Tails 
ADOPTION STORIES

Anna (top), is “absolutely 
excelling in our family,” says 
her new owner.  “Every 
morning I wake up to her 
sleeping next to me. Once I 
stir, she starts to purr and 
pat at me until I pet her. 
Louie (middle) didn’t have to 
wait long for the perfect 
match to come along. He is 
being spoiled and has the 
best home a cat could ask 
for. Freddy (bottom), he’s 
the king of the apartment, 
spending his days lounging 
from the kitty beds, the 
couch, either bed or even 
on top of the cat scratcher.  
We adopted Freddy, or 
should I say when Freddy 
adopted us?

DINE & DONATE 
A DELICIOUS FUNDRAISER FOR ANIMALS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4
11:30 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.
RaeSet
3150-B Jefferson Street 
(in The Grapeyard)
Napa
666-2475

MONDAY, MAY 16
5:15 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
IL POSTO
4211 Solano Avenue
Napa
251-8600

TUESDAY, MAY 24
11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
8 Noodle
1408 Clay Street
Napa
637-4198

TUESDAY, JULY 12
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Gott’s Roadside
933 Main Street
St. Helena
963.3486

Please add the following to your calendar:

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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Misty: Our New Office Kitty 
Misty’s wish is that with your help and support We Care 
will be able to help even more Lake County fire victims 

VOLUNTEER 
WE GOT TALENT: MEET JENAE BENSON 

 
Spring of 2015 Jenae became a Pacific Union College sophomore majoring in Graphic Design. She 
noticed a flyer at PUC about volunteering at We Care Animal Rescue by spending time with the cats 
to release stress and enjoy the animals. The reason Jenae chose Graphic Design was to bring to light 
the abuse of animals, and to educate people about animals so they can be 
more animal-friendly.  

By using her photography skills, Jenae is able to network by having her 
photos displayed on our website (WeCareAnimalRescue.org) so they can get 
their “forever homes.”  

She is now working on a graphic design project for an animal shelter in Santa 
Rosa/Rohnert Park. Her purpose in life is to be out in the community to 
help animals.  

We Care would like to THANK Jenae for all the hours and photos she has 
submitted so we can find those “forever homes” for the We Care cats & dogs.   
Jenae will be working on a special project with We Care Animal Rescue keep 
your eyes out for our Fall 2016 newsletter.

Sign Up 
to be a volunteer.  This is your 
chance to give back to the 
animals and at the same time 
reward yourself, become a WE 
CARE volunteer.  We’re having 
an Informational Volunteer 
Recruitment meeting for all on 

Saturday, May 7, 2016 from 
4-6PM.   

• Are you a frustrated writer? 
Did the New Yorker forget to 
call you? WE CARE would love 
you to share your talent with 
us for our newsletter. 

• Have a truck? Are you itching 
to do a dump run?  We’d love 
your services. 

• If you’re a neat freak, we need 
help organizing storage 
containers. 

• What’s your talent? We are 
open to suggestions, and we 
always need dog walkers & cat 
cuddlers. 

Call 707-963-7044 to RSVP.

Jenae Benson 
& Kirby

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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Happy Tails 
MORE STORIES

 
Seventeen-year-old 
Sheba’s long, happy life 
almost took a dark turn 
a few months ago.  Her 
elderly owner had 
passed away, leaving no 
family members or 
friends who were able to 
give Sheba a home.  
Fortunately, Sheba’s 
guardian angel 
intervened, in the form 

of Erica Timmerman, a paralegal with the Napa law firm Hines 
Carr Diamond LLP Attorneys at Law.   

Erica made a few phone calls.   When she found out that We 
Care was willing to help, a volunteer drove Sheba to St. Helena, 
where the elderly but spry Sheba now has the shelter, food, 
medical care and love she deserves. 

After reading page 3 about Charlotte, age 2, and this story about 
Sheba, age 17, you can see that We Care Animal Rescue is many 
things to many animals. 

It all starts with RESCUE.  We always hope for ADOPTION, but 
we’re realistic about the fact that in some cases, We Care 
becomes a permanent SANCTUARY where animals like Sheba 
can safely and peacefully live out their golden years. 

We believe all animals deserve to be treated with kindness and 
respect.  Please help us help them. 

Queen Sheba’s 
Guardian Angel 

Tuxie’s (top) new dad Eric 
was specifically looking 
for a big tuxedo cat after 
his former We Care 
adoptee passed away.  
Tuxie fit the bill just right. 
Ollie, was adopted by Erin 
who has helped Ollie trust 
people again.  He was 
brought to We Care 
because people were 
mean and threw things at 
him. Hensel (btm), was just 
adopted to a great home 
with a lady who’s We Care 
kitty recently died at 17 
years of age.  She will be 
definitely spoiled.

Have you adopted a We Care animal? We would like to share your 
happy story with our members. You can email to us your pictures 
and story, or contact us at (707) 963-7044.

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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We Care’s Supporters are as compassionate and generous as they come.  In our 34 years serving our 
community, many loyal supporters have named We Care in their will or trust.  We could not be 
more honored to accept such a lasting legacy for our animals.  These legacy gifts create the 
foundation for our long-term sustainability.  

Even with loads of love for our pets, one area that is often overlooked is assuring that beloved pets 
are cared for in the event that our animal’s lifetime lasts longer than our own.  Indeed, making sure 
that you speak with your loved ones about what you would like to have happen in that event is very 
important.  Too often that conversation never happens and then there is a struggle to find suitable 
housing for the pet left behind.  Certainly, an animal from a loving home does so much better going 
directly into another loving home.  While We Care 
takes wonderful care of our animals, we are still 
second best to a loving home, as once an animal has 
lost its beloved person, it is already under stress.  We 
Care does however work with individuals to plan for 
the eventual care for an animal, and can be successful 
in caring for them and helping them to find their next 
beloved person. An estate-planning attorney can help 
put your plans in place. If you would like to put We 
Care Animal Rescue in those plans, please contact us 
to discuss your options.   

If you have already named We Care in your will or 
trust, we would love to hear from you.  It is so nice to 
thank someone today for their lasting gift of 
tomorrow.  Making sure to sit down with an estate-
planning attorney is something that helps people to 
make decisions over their lifetime, not under the 
pressure of facing a serious illness or other life-
changing situation. 

To ensure a hopeful future for many animal 
generations and to pay tribute to our guardian angels, 
we work diligently to be fiscally responsible.  All of our 
funding goes directly to caring for the animals.  Our 
primary focus is the day-to-day upkeep of our 
sanctuary which offers a free roaming, no-kill 
environment to at least 250 homeless animals.  We also maintain community outreach programs 
which offer assistance for spay/neuter, medical care and food to needy animals throughout Napa 
County. 

Since our inception in 1982 we have adhered to an unwavering no-kill philosophy.  Every animal 
who comes to us receives the attention and love they deserve regardless of age, temperament or 
medical condition.  We sincerely believe every animal deserves compassionate care and we are 
tirelessly committed to making that possible. 

Leaving A Legacy 
A GOOD PLAN FOR YOUR PRECIOUS PETS

Thank You 
Farmstead at  
Long Meadow Ranch 

For once again selecting We Care Animal 
Rescue to be the recipient for their 
generous Corkage-for-Community 
Program. Our sincerest appreciation to 
Adam Kim, Ted, Laddie and Chris Hall. 

Adam Kim, with daughter Chloe,  
Susan & Bill Wren


http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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New Floors 
With the generous spirit, 
hard work and donations 
from our supporters we have 
begun to replace the aged 
flooring our animals use on a 
daily basis. Our staff and 
volunteers have made it 

possible to move this 
important replacement 
project forward. We are 
excited to show off the 
upgrade soon. Feel free to 
come by during our newly 
expanded hours, or during 
our Open House Party 
September 17, 2-5PM. 

You are invited to visit us online: 
WeCareAnimalRescue.org. You will find our 

adoptable animals, volunteer opportunities, a new 
online adoption form, our newsletter, and blog 

with the most recent information about our shelter 
and rescue efforts.


NEW 
WEBSITE 

NEW ONLINE FEATURES 

 
Hopefully you have had a chance to visit our new website.  It’s 
been completely redesigned—making it more interactive, useful, 
and interesting. If you are a donor, you can now access and control 
more options—like how you want to get our newsletter and even print your very own tax 
receipts. 

If you want an online or digital version of our newsletter, you can find it on our new website, 
sign up to receive it emailed directly to you. 

Most importantly, our new website helps to promote our adoptable cats and dogs. You can 
read about your next potential rescue pet, or even read about the many WE CARE animals 
available for you to visit.  

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
http://wecareanimalrescue.org
http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS  
________ 

LEARNING   
NEW SKILLS ANIMAL 

INTERACTION
SCHOOL 
TOURS

Foothill	Adven-st	Elementary	School		
Teacher, Pam Curry gave her students a Vacation Project: to collect toys, 
treats, dry and wet food for shelter cats.  Ms. Curry called We Care to set up 
an appointment so the students could learn about cats and to share the 
goodies they collected. Ms. Curry says, “The kids loved it!”  “They enjoyed the 
tour and interaction with the cats.”  We Care provided coloring books, 
educational information and stickers to the students.  “We are going to make it an Annual Event.”  

LEARNING 
RESPECT

“I had a great time at We Care.  
It was very fun.  I met a cat 

called Solitare he would climb 
on my lap and sit there forever.  

If you want cats to surround 
you, this is the place to go!  It is 
a great feeling, petting all those 
cats!  All the cats are so sweet!  

This was a great place, I hope to 
go back and see Solitare again, 

as well as the other cats!”

Lindsay’s Birthday Party!

EDUCATION 
WE CARE ANIMAL RESCUE WELCOMES SCHOOL TOURS AS A PART OF OUR EDUCATION PROGRAM. 

 
A visit to We Care Animal Rescue provides an introduction to a no-kill shelter—an experience 
where visitors can see humane alternatives to animal over population.  Kids 
learn how to treat animals with compassion and visitors of all ages gain 
wonderful memories that last a lifetime.  We are committed to non-lethal, 
humane solutions, offering safe alternatives for our animal friends.  If you are 
interested in scheduling a group tour, please call us at (707) 963-7044.  

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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Vasconi’s	Pharmacy	
Thank you Hap & Patti Vasconi for the 

generous donation of insulin for our kitties.

Black	Jack,	had	a	tumor	
that	was	removed.

Sweet	Caroline,	has	
a	neurological	
problem.	She	has	an	
unusual	walk.			

Tip	Toes,	had	skin	
issues	and	lost	most	
of	her	hair.		But,	she	
is	doing	fantas-c!

Scruffles,	had	an	
injury	to	her		
eye	and	had	to	have	
it	removed.

Brannigan,	had	a	
blockage	and	we	
almost	lost	him.		He	is	
doing	just	fine	now!

AMR

American Medical 

Response

They help us 

safely dispose of 
our syringes.

Community	Projects	
For making it possible to provide vital 

services to feral and homeless cats and 
needy dogs.

Grainger

For their 

commitment & 
support to 


We Care Animal 
Rescue.

Joe Bob 
Hitchcock 


For the Costco 
deliveries of cat 

food and supplies.


We were able to help these cats, along with many others. 
With your help …

THANK

YOU!


Without your support we 
would not be able to help 

these animals. 

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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WE CARE PROVIDES A FREE-ROAMING SANCTUARY

AuroraAnaya Joplin

I am a very spunky 
and affectionate little 
girl who loves to play 
and purrs the second 
you start petting me.

Aurora, loves to play so 
she will need a family 
that is ready to deal 
with some play bites.

Joplin, loves to climb 
up really high and 
jump from one place 
to the other.  She has 
a slight heart 
murmur but that only 
requires a tiny pill 
twice a week.   

I was rescued after being 
run over by a car.  They 
put a pin in my leg, but I 
do not let that stop me 
from zooming around 
when I want, especially 
if I want to play with my 
pals or climb an 
occasional tree. 

Tango
CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE 

Seeking 
FOREVER 

HOMES 
AND HAPPY ENDINGS  

FOR OUR KITTIES

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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Seeking 
FOREVER 

HOMES 
AND HAPPY ENDINGS  

FOR OUR KITTIES Sebastian

Luna, this beautiful 
lady loves to laze about 
in the sun.  She is a 
very chubby girl and 
would love to just sit 
on the couch with you.

Palmer is a very sweet 
and playful boy, he is 
always the first to greet 
visitors and loves to 
follow you around all 
day.   He loves people 
and affection more 
than anything. 

Sebastian, really 
sweet and energetic.  
Frank was not the 
only one known as 
Mr. Blue Eyes.

PalmerLuna

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11


