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Spotlight on 
Adoptable 

Special 
Needs Cats 

WHAT IS PERFECT?  
SOME THINK …

MEET CRUZ, one of our many adoptable cats that we call Special Needs animals. 
We Believe that every animal is special, so please continue to help us to help them. 

NEWSLETTER
TO BE LOVED, YOU 
MUST BE PERFECT 

FELIX

TO SEE, YOU MUST HAVE  
2 PERFECT EYES 

SCRUFFLES

A cat doesn’t have to be PERFECT to be special.  Our Special Needs kitties may not have two 
perfect ears, or even one perfect ear, or two perfect eyes, or four legs, but in the eyes of We Care, 
these animals are perfect—affectionate, loving and adoptable.   

These Special Needs animals, and many others like them, come to We Care just needing a second 
chance and thanks to you, our supporters, for 34 years that is exactly what We Care has been able to 
provide.  We always hope each animal is adopted into a forever, loving home, but for those who 
don’t make the “team,” or asked to the “prom”, they will have a permanent, free roaming sanctuary 
with We Care, where they will live out their lives with love, companionship, and medical care.

WE CARE ANIMAL RESCUE - Proudly Serving Napa Valley for 34 years

TO HEAR, YOU MUST 
HAVE 2 PERFECT EARS 

MĲA

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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WE CARE’S  
MISSION

We Care Animal Rescue is a 
private non-profit organization 

established in 1982. We 
maintain a no-kill refuge for 

homeless cats and dogs in the 
Napa Valley. We foster and 

promote the general welfare of 
animals by caring for homeless 
cats and dogs, finding homes 

for them and educating the 
public on animal welfare in the 

Napa Valley. We are funded 
entirely by private donations 

and fundraising efforts.  

We Care provides sanctuary for 
the animals in our care.  Our  

wish for each of these precious 
animals is to have a forever 
home. Without the ability to 

send these wonderful friends 
home with their forever family, 
we cannot continue to be open 
to rescue other cats and dogs 
in need. Each adoption means 

another one saved. 

We Care Animal Rescue 
1345 Charter Oak Avenue 

St. Helena, CA 94574 
Phone: (707) 963-7044 

wecareanimalrescue.org  

EXPANDED OPEN HOURS 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

1pm to 5pm  

We also welcome visitors most 
afternoons. Just call for an 

appointment. 

We Care Animal Rescue is a 
501(c) 3 non-profit organization 
which receives no local, state 

or federal funding. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
SUSAN WREN,  
PRESIDENT  
SEAN MCVITY, 
TREASURER  
JESSE DUARTE, 
SECRETARY   
LINDY NOVAK, DIRECTOR  
BILL WREN, DIRECTOR  

ADMINISTRATIVE 
DIRECTOR 
PATRICIA TUSSING  
 
SHELTER MANAGER & 
ADOPTION CENTER  
CINDY HOOD  
 
ANIMAL CARE 
PROVIDER & ADOPTION 
CENTER  
KAITLIN SCHMIDT  
 
ANIMAL CARE 
PROVIDERS  
ANA PRESSEY  
MEGAN EMERSON  
 
COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH DIRECTOR  
DANIEL BELL  
 
COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 
COORDINATOR LAKE 
COUNTY  
RAY WITZILSTEINER  

NEWSLETTER TEAM  
CINDY HOOD  
SUSAN WREN  
JESSE DUARTE  
DANIEL BELL  

THE HEART OF WE 
CARE ANIMAL RESCUE, 
OUR VOLUNTEERS  
BETTY ANTOR  
ERIN BELL  
REBECCA BELL  
KAREN CHANG  
OWEN CHAPPELLET 
DORIS EBINER  
JOE FONSECA 
KERRI FONSECA  
CHAD FORNI 
YANINA GOTSULSKY   
JOE BOB HITCHCOCK  
KAREN LANE  
KELSI SANTILLANO  
CHERI TILLOTSON  

PHOTOGRAPHER  
JENAE BENSON  

SUPPORT STAFF  
JOCELYN AGUIRRE  
HALEY HART  
LISA HOLLEY   
WANDA HUDSPETH  
GLEN NELLER  
KELSI SANTILLANO  
RAMONA WEBSTER  
RAY WITZILSTEINER

Our Team

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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In 2017, which is rapidly 
approaching, We Care will 
be celebrating its 35th 
anniversary—35 Years of 
rescuing, finding loving 
forever homes, providing 
medical care and offering 
permanent sanctuary for 
those animals that are not 
adopted.  All of this has 
only been possible because 

of the generous financial support of our donors. 

This year We Care has received more requests for help 
than ever before.  It is only because of your compassion and 
help that we are able to help these animals that come to us just 
needing a second chance in life.  We are humbly requesting your 
support so that we can continue to provide these animals with 
the help they so desperately deserve. 

We Care has always been viewed as “the little shelter that could” 
AND THAT IS BECAUSE WE ARE!!  Please help us to 
continue… 

We believe every animal deserves a happy ending and we strive 
to make that happen. 

Susan Wren, President 
Board of Directors

WE CARE MAKES 
A DIFFERENCE—
BECAUSE OF YOU

Tuxie’s (top) new dad Eric 
was specifically looking 
for a big tuxedo cat after 
his former We Care 
adoptee passed away.  
Tuxie fit the bill just right. 
Ollie, was adopted by Erin 
who has helped Ollie trust 
people again.  He was 
brought to We Care 
because people were 
mean and threw things at 
him. Hensel, was just 
adopted to a great home 
with a lady who’s We Care 
kitty recently died at 17 
years of age.  She will be 
definitely spoiled.

Happy Tails 
ADOPTION STORIES

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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MONKEY 
AN OWNER’S STORY AND UPDATE: LOVE IS LOVE, SPECIAL NEEDS OR NOT! 

We Care has told our beautiful love story of how we met our amazing Monkey at their shelter—we 
were volunteering at the shelter and it was love at first sight.  So, to update you all, after bringing 
Monkey home, there was a bit of an adjustment, and I am not 
going to lie, I found myself questioning, why I made the decision 
to bring this “special needs” animal home.  Monkey was born deaf 
and also had vertigo.  The adjustment period was no more than a 
week, when she finally became comfortable with her new home 
and surroundings. 

After that, honestly nothing was different than bringing any 
animal home, special needs or not.  I will say that this little fluff 
ball in addition to having the most wonderful personality, was so 
full of love, and showed us every day how grateful she was.  I am 
writing this article in hopes that anyone who is reading this and 
considering adopting an animal from We Care or any shelter will 
consider having a “special needs” animal, as it is really no 
different and the rewards so out weigh the additional care an 
animal may need.  Granted, I know that some ‘special needs” 
have more challenges than others, and you will need to do your 
homework to be certain it is a good fit for you and your family, but 
I NEVER considered adopting an animal with so called “special needs” until I met and fell in love 
with my beloved Monkey. 

We had an amazing year and a half together, as she is now no longer with us.  Her passing had 
nothing to do with her being deaf, but rather living a full life, and most especially living the last year 
and a half in a home filled with so much love every day rather than in a shelter where she was well 
cared for, but did not have the one on one attention she got from myself and my daughter.  We 
could not wait to get home every day to see her and hug her and receive all the love she had been 
saving up all day to share with us.  I hope as you read this, it will put to rest any ideas of not 
adopting an animal you may meet at a shelter and have a connection with, but do to a special need 
you will not consider.  I know that from this day forward, any animal we do adopt (and we only 
adopt from shelters) just might be another special needs animal, that will not deter us, as it will 
come down to the connection and love we feel, just like it did with our chance meeting on that 
wonderfully fateful day in January 2015, when our sweet Monkey came into our lives, and now will 
forever live in our hearts! 

Elizabeth Naylor & Sophia Trujillo

ELIZABETH NAYLOR WITH 
HER  BELOVED MONKEY

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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Meet Logan 
ADOPTION SPOTLIGHT

PLEASE JOIN US 

WE CARE ANIMAL RESCUE 

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 

2:00 TO 5:00 PM 

A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 
THE WE CARE FAMILY AND ALL OF THE 

ANIMALS WAITING TO BE PART OF YOUR 
LOVING HOME 

FOOD  *  MUSIC   *  ANIMALS  *  FUN

Logan is a very sweet but 
shy 10 year old boy. He has 
been at We Care for many 
years and has been through 
many health problems that 
he has fought through 
proudly. He is  now very 
healthy and running around 
the place like he owns it. His 
favorite thing in the world is 
running water, he loves to 
put his head under it and 
drink it as it drips off his 
face. We definitely think this 
special boy deserves a 
loving home and he will be 
right here waiting for that 
perfect match.  

YOU ARE INVITED! 
OPEN HOUSE

Anya is more than ready 
for adoption. She’s a 
spunky and affectionate 
girl who loves to play 
and purr the second 
you start petting her.

Two true animal lovers Christian 
Hirschler and Steven Kane, in celebration 
of their recent marriage,  have requested  
that their family and friends make a 
donation to We Care Animal Rescue, 
rather than gift them with another toaster.  

Those of us that know Christian and Steve 
have always known they are good guys, but 
now we know how truly special they are.

Meet Anya 
ADOPTION SPOTLIGHT

HEARTS OF GOLD

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS  
________ 

LEARNING   
USEFUL SKILLS ANIMAL 

INTERACTION
SCHOOL 
TOURS

LEARNING 
SKILLS

25 hard working, 
animal loving 

students from New 
Tech High School in 
Napa came to whip 

our place into shape.

New Tech High School

COMMUNITY 
MANY HANDS … GREAT RESULTS! 

On June 6, for the second year in a row, a group of students from New Tech High School in 
Napa came to We Care for their school-wide volunteer day, Tech Lends a Hand.  With all of them 
pitching in, working hard together, they managed to accomplish a lot: cleaning the steps, washing 
out the carriers, hosing down the kitty trees, scraping the metal ramp. Some students used fast and 
nimble fingers to stuff mailers.   

The chores were many but the rewards were great.  After finishing their work, they were able to 
spend quality time with the animals that call We Care home until they find their true forever home. 

Some people say it is better to give than to receive but the students from New Tech felt that they 
received more than they gave.  Spending time with the animals was their reward at the end of a 
hard day—and the pizza was good too! 

We Care would not have been here for 34 years, soon to be 35, without this kind of commitment 
and support from many sides of our local community.   We are truly appreciative of Napa Tech High 
School, teachers and students, and we are keeping our fingers crossed for a visit from them in 2017.

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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A little over a year ago we received a call, like the many we receive on a daily basis, concerning a cat 
that was in a life or death situation. A woman had found a stray cat in her backyard that had been 
hunting the birds and was inches away from ending this poor feline’s life. We brought this boy in 
and he was the sweetest creature you have ever laid eyes on. He was so mellow and easy going, you 
could just pick him up and cradle him like a baby and he was in heaven. Our young volunteer, Erin, 
lovingly named him Watcher because he just always seemed to be observing everything and 
everyone so closely.  
 
A couple months after we had received Watcher into our care a couple fell in love with him and 
decided to adopt him. This is when Watcher’s world turned upside down. Soon after the adoption 
they discovered that he had a very severe genetic heart condition and was given six months to live. 
We were all in shock because he was so young and had received a check-up upon his arrival at the 
rescue. The couple had just lost their cat, which had 
been a very traumatic experience for them, so we 
happily accepted Watcher back into the arms of We 
Care. He was started on two different types of 
medicines and the entire staff of We Care gave him 
all the love they could muster.  
 
Watcher survived every day like the warrior that he 
truly is. He even survived a mouth ulcer and 
pancreatitis, on top of his unfortunate genetic 
condition. The longer we had him in our care more 
and more of his personality emerged. He has this 
incredible way of showing his love. Nearly every day 
he would lead me to the edge of the courtyard where 
the birds would play. I would sit down and he would 
crawl into my lap and lean his entire weight on me, 
wrap his tail around my arm like a monkey and just 
stare at the birds with me. Ever so often leaning his 
head back against my chest and staring straight into 
my eyes with such love and joy.   

Every day Watcher has survived he has made it so clear how much he appreciates the love and 
support of our team here at We Care. It has been a year and a half since Watcher was given six 
months to live and he is still going strong. In fact, the last vet visit he had it was said his heart 
condition had slightly improved. We are so happy to have this boy in our lives and cannot wait to 
give this same love to every creature we come into contact with in the future. We are convinced that 
the simple act of loving every creature with your entire heart and doing whatever it is in your power 
to help them can really move mountains.  That is our mission here at We Care Animal Rescue. 

THE POWER OF LOVE 

Watcher survived every day like the 
warrior that he truly is.

BY KAITLIN SCHMIDT

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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Vasconi’s	Pharmacy	
Thank you Hap & Patti Vasconi for the 

generous donation of insulin for our kitties.

Black	Jack,	had	a	tumor	
that	was	removed.

Sweet	Caroline,	has	
a	neurological	
problem.	She	has	an	
unusual	walk.			

Tip	Toes,	had	skin	
issues	and	lost	most	
of	her	hair.		But,	she	
is	doing	fantas;c!

Scruffles,	had	an	
injury	to	her		
eye	and	had	to	have	
it	removed.

Brannigan,	had	a	
blockage	and	we	
almost	lost	him.		He	is	
doing	just	fine	now!

The	Doctors	
Management	
Company


for matching our 
donors donations.

Community	Projects	
For making it possible to provide vital 

services to feral and homeless cats and 
needy dogs.

Grainger	
FoundaDon


For their generous 
support and 
commitment.

Sunshine Foods 
for their continuing 
support of our on-

going programs 
and services.

We were able to help these cats, along with many others. 
With your help …

THANK

YOU!


Without your support we 
would not be able to help 

these animals. 

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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WE NEED VOLUNTEERS LIKE YOU! 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND CHECK OUT SOME OF 

THE EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES WE HAVE.


Raising money, baking doggie treats, brushing cats—Saskia Rafoni is always looking for a way to 
help the animals at We Care.  Saskia might not seem like the typical We Care volunteer.  For one 
thing, she’s 12 years old.  And she lives a few hours away in San Francisco, 

Yet age and distance haven’t prevented Saskia from becoming one of We Care’s most valued 
volunteers.  Saskia was introduced to the shelter by her aunt, Yanina Gotsulsky, who used to live in 
Napa and has been volunteering at We Care since 2004.   

“She took me to We Care and I fell in love,” says Saskia. “I really like how they let cats roam free, 
and I like that they save every animal.” 

Saskia has organized several bake sale donation drives, with help from her friends.  Last Halloween, 
instead of trick-or-treating for candy, Saskia asked for donations to We Care and collected $200.  
This year she’s trying to raise even more money for We Care through her school. 

When she and Yanina visit the shelter, they deliver home-baked doggie treats and cat toys made out 
of magazines and paper towel rolls.  They spend time playing with the dogs and brushing and 
grooming the cats — including the special-needs cats that are separated from the others because of 
health problems 

“I always visit the sick cats and spend as much time with them as possible,” Saskia says 

Saskia’s involvement in We Care has deepened her passion for animals, and she’s considering a 
career as a veterinarian or a marine biologist. 

What advice does she have for her fellow animal lovers?  “Volunteer at We Care.  Brush the cats, 
bring some toys.  Just spend some time there.”

SASKIA RAFONI: 
We Care’s All-Star Volunteer

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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Thanks to Napa’s Community 
Projects it is with tremendous 
appreciation that we 
acknowledge the generous 
grant of $10,000 made to We 
Care Animal Rescue by 
Community Projects, Inc.  

This generous grant allows 
We Care to provide critical 
and essential care to animals 
in our care now, and to those 
animals that need us in the 
future.  This funding, in 
collaboration with Napa 
Humane, has made it 
possible for We Care to 

provide a voucher program 
that offers spay/ neuter 
services to animals in need. 

We are grateful to this 
wonderful Napa Valley 
organization for its 
continuing support.

TIFFANY’S HOME 
FINDING THE PERFECT MATCH 

 
Tiffany is a 13 year old Schipperke mix who has been here at We 
Care for 5 years. She is a special girl and a favorite to many. Her 
personality is one of a kind and she obviously deserved a great 
home where she would be spoiled to pieces.  

LUCKILY FOR TIFFANY WE FOUND THE PERFECT 
MATCH FOR HER.  

A woman named Charlene 
brought Tiffany into her 
family and has given her 
nothing but love and 
affection. She is completely 
spoiled and incredibly happy 
in her new home.This just 
goes to show why we never 
give up on our senior 
animals. 

THERE IS ALWAYS TIME FOR THEM TO HAVE A 
HAPPY FOREVER HOME.  

Napa Humane & We Care Animal 

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
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WE CARE PROVIDES A FREE-ROAMING SANCTUARY

Calypso

Kashmire Bean

A 10 year old little 
furry ball of sortie 
who often goes 
unnoticed because 
she is a very shy girl 
and loves to curl up 
really tight and nap 
all day. She may be 
shy but she definitely 
still loves to get 
affection.  Whenever 
you pet her she curls 
up tighter and tighter 
into a little ball. She 
has the cutest little 
face with markings 
that make her look 
like she has big bushy 
eyebrows like a cute 
little muppet.

Calypso is a ten year 
old smoke tabby. He 
will hypnotize you into 
giving him your lap 
with his piercing gold 
eyes. He has had some 
health problems in the 
past but after his last 
dental surgery his 
health has really 
improved. He really 
deserves a loving 
family to take him into 
their home. I mean, 
how can you resist that 
face? Come on.

A three year old orange 
tabby with a constant 
purr. This handsome 
boy loves to nap in the 
weirdest places and 
and pretend to hunt the 
birds he cannot reach 
from our courtyard. 
Bean was born with a 
genetic heart condition 
that will most likely 
shorten his life span 
significantly but, the 
medicine he has been 
on has really improved 
his overall healthy. We 
truly believe he will live 
a long healthy life. 
Bean only requires two 
little pills once a day 
and all the love you can 
dish out.

A one year old grey 
tabby, full of love, and 
will steal your heart 
with just one look. His 
favorite pastimes are 
belly rubs, naps by the 
window and becoming 
best friends with every 
person who walks 
through our doors. 
Christopher was 
abandoned by his 
owners when they 
moved. The new 
owner of the house 
found him inside with 
a bag of food and litter 
after the renters had 
already left.

Christopher

CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE 

Seeking FOREVER HOMES 
AND HAPPY ENDINGS  

FOR OUR KITTIES

Get more pet information, pictures, and apply online at: 
WeCareAnimalRescue.com or Facebook.

http://wecareanimalrescue.org
http://wecareanimalrescue.com
http://wecareanimalrescue.com


PLEASE JOIN US 

WE CARE ANIMAL RESCUE 

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 

2:00 TO 5:00 PM 

A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO MEET THE WE CARE 
FAMILY AND ALL OF THE ANIMALS WAITING TO BE PART OF 

YOUR LOVING HOME 
FOOD  *  MUSIC   *  ANIMALS  *  FUN
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